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FROM  THE  RELIGIOUS  REMEMBR  A  KCFR. 

THE  PHILADELPHIA  PRESBYTERY. 

The  Pres!)ytery  of  Philadelphia,  at  their  meeting  on  the  23d 
of  April  last,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  adopted  the  following 
Report  on  the  state  of  Religion,  and  directed  it  to  be  presented  to 
the  next  General  Assembly — viz. 

Although  it  has  not  pleased  Almighty  God  to  visit,  during  the 
last  year,  our  section  of  the  visible  church,  with  any  remarkable 
revival  of  religion,  yet  the  Presbytery  has  reason  to  be  thankful, 
that  through  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  public  worship  has 
been  well  attended,  many  instances  of  regeneration  have  hopefuU 
ly  occurred,  and  more  than  Jive  hundred  communicants  have  been 
added,  on  examination,  to  our  fellowship  in  Christ. 

In  most  of  our  churches,  and  particularly  in  that  at  Bridgetown, 
additions  have  been  more  numerous  than  in  the  preceding  year.— 
Of  these,  the  greater  portion  are  young  people,  who  have  origina- 
ted,  and  hitherto  almost  execlusively  conducted  our  Sabbath 
Schools,  in  which  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  at  least  five  thou* 
sand  children,  within  our  bounds,  enjoy  the  benefits  of  religious 
education.  Frequently,  from  two  to  three  thousand  of  these  well 
regulated  youth  and  little  ones,  have  been  convened  in  one  place, 
with  their  teachers,  for  public  worship ;  and  have  attended,  w  ith 
great  decorum,  to  appropriate  discourses ;  presenting  a  spectacle 
at  once  pleasing  to  the  eye,  and  grateful  to  the  heart. 

The  moral  influence  of  these  institutions  upon  the  community,  has 
been  highly  favorable,  in  suppressing  the  vices  of  children,  and,  in 
several  instances,  of  reforming  the  lives  of  their  parents.  Those 
who  have  imparted  instruction  to  others,  have  themselves  been 
taught ;  and  it  deserves  to  he  had  in  long  remembrance,  that  in  the 
Northern  Liberties  alone,  out  of  65  teachers,  who  were  not  com¬ 
municants  when  they  commenced  their  course  of  teaching,  55 
have  since  made  a  credible  profession  of  Christianity.  Out  of 
these  schools  seveial  children  also,  after  sufficient  trials  of  their 
Christian  knowledge  and  character,  have  been  received  into  our 
churches,  as  younger  brethen  and  sisters  in  the  Lord  ;  who  con¬ 
tinue  to  bring  forth  fruits,  meet  for  the  profession  of  evangelical 
penitence. 

..  In  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  a  numerous  and  respectable  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Gener¬ 
al  Assembly,  has  lately  been  organized  under  happy  auspices,  and 
a  laborer  employed  by  them,  to  whom  a  station  has  been  assigned, 


in  which  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  rearing  a  new  congregation.-^ 
The  previously  existing  Missionary  Society  of  Philadelphia,  and 
the  Female  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  continue  to  make  lau¬ 
dable  exertions  in  the  city  and  suburbs,  and  wiH  probably  soon 
have  the  satisfaction  of  building  up  other  congregations,  from  peo¬ 
ple  now  ignorant  of  the  just  God  and  Saviour.  The  spirit  of  <fo- 
i  mestic  missions  has  been  awakened  among  us,  and  in  our  country, 

f  of  late  ;  and  it  gives  us  peculiar  pleasure  to  note  this,  because  it 

i  furnishes  cheering  confirmation  of  the  promise,  that  the  law  shall 

go  forth  from  Zion,  the  gospel  of  the  Son  of  God  from  the  church 
to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 

To  the  Spirit  of  hfc,^and  tlie  good  word  of  his  grace,  we  thank¬ 
fully  ascribe  the  growing  satisfaction  which  has  been  experienced 
in  the  churches  under  our  care,  in  attendance  on  the  nearly  Uni¬ 
versal  concert  of  Prayer  ;  the  multiplication  of  juvenile  societies 
for  religious  and  other  benevolent  purposes  ;  the  maintenance  of 
numerous  weekly  meetings  for  social  worship  ;  the  increase  of 
Bible-classes,  consisting  of 'our  young  people  ;  the  resuscitiition  of 
Bible  Associations ;  the  general  attention  that  has  been  paid  to 
catechetical  instruction  ;  the  prevalence  of  sound  doctrine  ;  and 
the  harmony  which  subsists  among  our  congregations  and  their 
I  respective  officers. 

It  has  afforded  the  Presbytery  peculiar  satisfaction  to  learn,  that 
i  in  Salem  county,  in  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  a  Bible  Society  has 

j  been  instituted,  and  that  the  most  numerous  and  active  members 

of  that  body,  who  have  united  with  our  Presbyterian  brethren, 
arc  members  of  the  society  of  Friends. 

During  the  last  winter  it  has  pleased  Divine  Providence  to  visit 
the  Prison  and  Almshouse  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  with  a  very 
prevalent  sickness,  which  has  prevented  the  inhabitants  of  tlmsc 
places  from  hearing  the  gospel  preached  in  the  public  manner  to 
which  they  had  been  accustomed.  Still  they  have  been  privately 
visited,  as  w  ell  as  the  patients  in  the  Hospital,  by  Mr.  Eastburn,by 
'  the  Missionary  of  the  Female  Domestic  Institution,  and  by  other 
laborers  ;  and  some  striking  instances  of  conviction  and  apparent 
conversion  have  rewarded  their  exertions. 

We  are,  how'ever,  compelled  to  present  some  gloomy  views. — 
Lukewarmness  is  discoverable  among  many  of  our  professors  of 
religion.  Many  heads  of  families,  and  some  of  them  communi¬ 
cants,  w’e  have  reason  to  fear  call  not  on  the  name  of  Jehovah  in  do¬ 
mestic  worship.  In  some  places,  within  our  borders,  but  not  un¬ 
der  our  presbyterial  care,  almost  every  species  of  iniquity  abounds. 

We  might  specify  many  instances  of  most  awful  impiety,  but 
we  close  with  one,  which  verifies  the  assurance,  that  the  Lord  will 
not  hold  him  guiltless  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1817,  a  convict*  in  the  prison  in  this  city, 
ascended  a  marble  block  in  the  yard,  and  pretended  to  perform  di¬ 
vine  service,  in  mimicry  of  a  preacher  whom  he  had  lately  heard, 

* 

j  *  Benjamin  Spencer. 
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His  fellow  prisoners  protested  against  his  impious  proceeding.— 
This  tended  only  to  enrage  him  ;  and,  lifting  up  his  hands  and  eyes 
to  heaven,  he  repeatedly  cursed,  in  a  horrible  manner,  his  God 
and  Saviour ;  adding  with  an  oath,  “  I  will  be  out  of  this  prison, 
or — in  hell,  before  the  first  of  June.”  He  descended  from  the 
block,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  was  afflicted  with  chills,  and 
pains  in  his  bones,  which,  notwithstanding  the  energies  of  a  vigor¬ 
ous  frame,  and  a  determined  spirit,  forced  him  to  his  bed,  never 
again  to  rise. 

He  continued  obdurate  in  sin  to  the  last  breath.  On  the  27th 
of  May,  he  said,  to  a  barbifr,  who  attended  on  him,  “come,  my 
good  fellow,  make  haste,  and  give  me  a  good  shave;  for  it  is  the 
last  you  will  give  me;  make  haste,  I  shall  soon  be  gone  and  be¬ 
fore  the  work  was  half  done,  while  the  words  were  going  out  of 
his  mouth,  he  expired.  Thus,  in  less  than  foiiy-eight  hours  after 
he  had  cursed  his  God;  that  God  who  is  slow  to  anger,  bro’t  down 
this  bold  blasphemer  to  tlie  dead. 

The  physician  of  the  institution,  had  not  anticipated  any  imme¬ 
diate  danger  from  his  symptoms  :  his  body  was  therefore  profes¬ 
sionally  examined,  to  ascertain  if  any  probable  natural  cause  of 
his  death  could  be  discovered,  and  it  appeared  that  no  lupture,  or 
other  uncommon  occurrence  in  the  animal  system,  had  occasioned 
his  dissolution. 

No  sooner  w^as  this  aw  ful  visitation  of  God  announced  in  the 
prison,  than  every  hand  ceased  from  labor,  and  all  the  prisoners 
seemed  to  he  petrified  with  amazement.  Since  that  time,  they 
have  been  frequently  reminded  of  It,  and  not  without  exciting 
some  tender  emotions.  May  the  supplication  of  every  soul  be, 
“  Let  me  not  die  the  death  of  the  ijy righteous  :  let  not  my  last  end 
be  like  his:' 
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FROM  THE  LONDON  MISSIONARY  CHRONICLE  OF  UA¥  LAST. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Jacob  Schmidt,  of  the  Church  of  the  United 
Brethren,  and  Treasurer  of*  the  Bible  Society  at  Petersburgh,  has 
transmitted  to  the  Elders’  Conference  of  the  Unity  a  very  remark¬ 
able  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the  study  of  the  Gospel  of 
St.  Matthew  was,  under  the  Divine  blessing,  made  the  means  of 
conversion  to  two  Saisangs  (nobles  or  princes)  of  the  Mongolians. 
The  account  is  as  follows : 

“  Having  finished  printing  the  first  edition  of  the  gospel  accord¬ 
ing  to  St.  Matthew  in  the  Calmuc  language,  copies  of  it  were  sent 
to  Siberia,  to  the  civil  governor  of  Irkutsk,  Nicolai  1.  Treskin,  a 
co^unsellor  of  state  tp  his  Imperial  Majesty,  which  he  most  judi- 
„ciously  directed  to  be  distributed  among  the  Selenginskish  Mon¬ 
gols  and  the  Chorinian  Burats. 

As  the  above  mentioned  governor,  on  distributing  (he  translated 
Gospel,  bad  required  an  opinion  of  the  Princea  of  these  people  res- 
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pecting  it,  they  took  all  possible  pains  to  understand  its  contents ; 
which  proved  a  very  difficult  task,  as  the  Caimucs  have  a  new,  im¬ 
proved,  and  much  more  distinct  manner  of  writing,  invented  by  Ar* 
ran  Dschimba  Chiituktu,  but  formed  after  the  pattern  of  the  Mon¬ 
gol  letters ;  whereas  the  other  Mongol  tribes  have  retained  the  an¬ 
cient  characters,  which  have  also  been  the  original  of  the  Mandshu- 
rish  letters. 

The  commission  to  decypher  the  Gospel  was  now  given  to  two 
Saissings  of  the  Chorinian  Burats  ;  who  so  diligently  applied  them^ 
selves  to  the  work,  that  they  were  soon  enabled  generally  to  ex¬ 
plain  its  contents  to  their  superiors.  This  excited  so  much  curios¬ 
ity,  that  the  Head  Lama  of  the  Mongols,  and  the  prince  of  the 
Chorinian  Burats,  each  among  his  own  people,  of  their  own  accord, 
made  a  collection  amounting  to  upwards  of  1 1,000  rubles,  (£550) 
which  they  placed  at  the  disposal  of  our  Bible  Society,  on  condi¬ 
tion  that  the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew,  and,  if  possible,  other  books 
of  the  New-Testament,  might  be  translated  into  their  language,  and 
printed  in  their  characters. 

This  gave  occasion  to  several  conferences,  to  consider  how  their 
wish  might  be  complied  with  ;  and,  at  length,  the  matter  being  re^ 
ferred  to  a  sub-committee,  of  which  I  was  appointed  a  member,  I 
proposed  to  send  for  one  or  two  learned  Mongols  or  Burats,  to  un¬ 
dertake  the  w'ork  ;  which  being  unanimously  approved.  Prince  Ga- 
litzin  sent  a  requisition  to  this  effect  to  the  civil  governor  at  Ir¬ 
kutsk. 

The  choice  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Horde  fell  upon  the  two  Saisanga 
who  had  been  already  employed.  The  elder  is  called  Saisang 
Nomtu,  chief  of  the  tribe  of  Chuwahshay,  of  about  3000  males  ; 
and  the  younger,  Saising  Badma,  chief  of  the  Charnagay  tribe, 
having  above  3000  males. 

The  two  Saisangs  soon  set  out  from  the  Chinese  frontier  for  St. 
Petersburg,  and  arrived  here  in  the  beginning  of  December,  1817. 
Passing  through  Moscow,  they  had  the  honor  to  be  presented  to 
the  emperor,  who  encouraged  them,  in  the  most  condescending 
terms,  to  proceed  in  the  work.  Here  the  Bible  Society  furnished 
them  with  a  suitable  lodging  ;  and  the  care  of  them  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  me.  They  likewise  brought  recommendatory  letters  from 
the  upper  chiefs  to  me,  expressing  the  great  and  anxious  concern 
which  they  felt  for  the  welfare  of  the  two  Saisangs;  and  declaring 
that  they  were  the  best  and  most  sensible  men  among  their  people. 

Having  regidated  their  affairs  in  their  new'  station,  they  com¬ 
menced  their  labors  with  unbounded  zeal.  Before  they  began  their 
translation  they  formed  extracts  of  parts  of  different  chapters,  the 
meaning  and  spirit  of  which  they  could  not  understand.  These  they 
brought  to  me,  and  begged  for  an  interpretation,  which  I  gave  them 
in  the  best  possible  manner  1  was  able  to  do. 

Here  appeared  the  w'ork  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  the  power  of 
the  gospel.  Thej' listened  with  silent  attention:  their  countenances 
became  serious:  they  gave  no  particular  signs  of  approbation;  but 
said,  in  a  solemn  tone,  full  of  gentle  emotion,  that  they  now  un- 
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derstood  it.  They  visited  me  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  always  bring¬ 
ing  their  work  with  them  ;  and  at  each  visit  1  perceived  their  prog¬ 
ress,  not  only  in  the  knowledge,  but  also  in  the  personal  applica¬ 
tion  of  the  gospel.  The  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  hearts 
of  these  men  having  originated  altogether  with  Himself,  1  left  the 
whole  entirely  to  Him,  without  intermeddling  in  the  least. 

I  noticed  with  delight  their  growth  in  the  grace  and  knowledge 
of  Jesus  Christ ;  contenting  myself  with  explaining  such  passages 
of  scripture  as  they  could  not  understand,  and  giving  my  advice  on¬ 
ly  when  it  was  asked  for.  They  were  more  especially  pleased  with 
those  passages  in  which  our  Saviour  declares  his  readiness  to  re¬ 
ceive  sinners,  inviting  the  weary  and  heavy  laden  to  come  unto 
Him,  and  promising  to  give  them  rest.  They  were  also  forcibly 
struck  by  His  parables ;  among  others,  by  that  of  the  householder 
who  hired  laborers  into  his  vineyard,  giving  to  those  who  came  in 
the  evening  the  same  wages  as  those  received  whom  he  hired  in 
the  morning;  wdiich  they  regarded  as  having  a  special  reference  to 
themselves  and  their  nation.  The  promise  of  Jesus,  that  before 
the  end  of  the  world,  the  Gospel  shall  be  preached, /or  a  testimony 
unto  allnationSy  made  a  deep  impression  upon  them.  Some  time 
ago  they  related,  without  any  suggestion  on  my  part,  that  when¬ 
ever  they  prayed  to  their  gods,  as  they  have  been  accustomed  to 
do,  they  felt  very  great  uneasiness,  as  if  they  were  committing  sin. 
Another  time  they  spoke  as  Odlows  : — “  We  have  been  zealous  fol¬ 
lowers  of  the  doctrines  of  Shakdshamuni,  and  have  studied  the 
books  containing  them  attentively ;  but  the  more  we  studied  the 
more  obscure  they  appeared  to  us,  and  our  hearts  remained. emp¬ 
ty.  But  in  perusing  the  doctrines  of  Jesus  we  observed  the  re¬ 
verse  :  for  the  more  we  meditate  on  his  w'ords,  the  more  intelligi¬ 
ble  they  become  ;  and,  at  length,  it  appears  as  if  Jesus  himself 
were  talking  wih  us.”  Many  speeches  of  this  kind,  all  bearing  tes¬ 
timony  to  that  life  among  the  dead,  of  which  our  Saviour  speaks, 
John  V.  25,  occurred  during  my  conversation  with  these  men.  It 
W’ould  be  taking  up  too  much  time  to  enumerate  them  all. 

I  had  frequently  remarked  that  there  seemed  to  be  something 
upon  their  minds  which  they  were  on  the  point  of  disclosing;  but 
that  they  always  suddenly  ohecked  themselves,  and  entered  upon 
other  subjects.  A  short  time  ago  they  brought  me  their  translation 
of  the  21st,  22d,  and  23d  chapters  of  St.  Matthew.  After  we  had 
completed  the  revision  and  correction  of  these  chapters,  they  were, 
contrary  to  custom,  quite  silent;  for,  in  general,  they  had  various 
questions  to  propose,  and  required  many  explanations.  At  length  I 
broke  silence,  by  saying:  ‘‘Well  my  friends,  what  have  you  to  say 
to  me  to-day?”  Upon  this,  the  elder  of  the  two,  after  an  evident 
conflict  with  himself  expressed  himself  thus:  “We  have  lived  in 
ignorance,  and  have  been  led  by  blind  guides.  We  have  follow’ed 
,  the  precepts  of  Shakdshamuni  (the  Fo  of  the  Chinese)  without 
finding  rest.  By  God’s  mercy  we  have  been  chosen  to  translate  the 
gospel  of  his  Son  into  our  language;  and,  for  this  end,  have  been 
brought  into  connexion  with  you.  You  have  illustrated  the  things 
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unintelligible  to  our  darkened  minds,  in  a  direct  and  satisfactory 
manner.  We  acknowledge  Christ  Jesus  to  be  our  God  and  Saviour, 
and  are  determined  to  know  none  other;  we  have, therefore, made 
a  resolution  to  leave  our  former  superstitions,  and  to  adopt  the 
Christian  faith. — What  advice  would  you  give  us?”  The  young 
Saisang  confirmed  all  the  elder  had  said,  as  expressing  his  own  sen¬ 
timents. 

This  address  was  quite  unexpected  to  me.  1  answered,  that  I 
certainly  approved  their  determination,  considering  it  as  wrought  in 
them  by  the  Holy  Spirit  through  the  Gospel,  and  as  demonstrating 
the  power  of  that  gospel :  but  1  asked  them  if  they  had  duly  reflect¬ 
ed  on  what  was  required  of  a  disciple  of  Jesus  ;  that  Christ  does 
not  promise  his  followers  earthly  happiness  and  honors,  but  rather 
reproach  among  men  ;  and  that  he  calls  those  blessed,  who,  for 
his  sakg,  willingly  and  gladly  submit  to  unmerited  reproach.  I  rc- 
mindea-H^em,  further,  that  this  step  would  cause  great  sensation 
among  their  friends,  and  perhaps  give  much  oflfence :  1  begged 
them,  therefore,  to  examine  themselves,  as  in  the  presence  of  Je¬ 
sus,  whether  they  were  free  from  every  thing  that  might  prevent 
their  becoming  his  entire  property  ;  for  that  He,  who,  in  order  to 
redeem  fallen  man,  in  mercy  offered  himself  as  a  sacrifice  once  for¬ 
ever,  and  who  thereby  purchased  us  unto  himself  by  his  bitter  suf¬ 
ferings,  blood-shedding,  and  death,  could  not  accept  a  heart  devot¬ 
ed  half  to  him,  and  half  to  sin  and  the  world.  The  worst  of  all 
would  be,  if,  after  having  become  members  of  Christ’s  family  by 
baptism,  they  should  again  choose  to  return  to  the  old  way  ;  either 
on  account  of  persecution  and  affliction,  or  out  of  levity  and  indif¬ 
ference.  /' 

They  . replied,  that  they  had  well  considered  these  things  ;  and 
that  the  words  of  Jesus  himself,  on  this  subject,  had  caused  them 
no  small  anxiety  and  struggle.  They  mentioned,  particularly,  the 
parable  of  the  sower,  and  the  different  kinds  of  ground  upon  which 
tile  seed  fell ;  also  the  words  of  Jesus,  Matt.  x.  37,  38  ;  likewise 
our  Saviour’s  address  to  the  youth,  who  would  first  go  and  bury  his 
father — Let  the  dead  bury  their  dead :  further,  what  he  says  of  him¬ 
self — The  foxes  have  holes,  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests,  fyc.  But 
they  declared  that  it  was  their  firm  determination  to  be  followers 
of  Jesus,  and  to  share  in  his  reproach,  if  that  were  their  lot ;  though 
they,  at  the  same  time,  did  not  deny  their  wish  that  such  trials 
might  not.befal  them  too  soon,  on  account  of  their  weakness  in  the 
faith.  They  said,  the  esteem  in  which  they  were  held  by  their 
friends,  and  their  influence,  were  considerable ;  and  that  it  was 
their  sincere  desire,  that  many  of  their  nation,  being  convinced," 
like  themselves,  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  might  turn  to  Jesus ; 
that  they  did  not  intend,  as  yet,  to  inform  their  friends  of  the 
change  that  had  taken  place  with  them;  in  order  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  possible,  all  mistakes  and  prejudices  during  their  absence  ; 
for  that  their  nation  imagined  that,  as  soon  as  they  became  Christ¬ 
ians,  they  must  become  Russians:  (of  which  both  they  and  the 
Calmucs  have  great  horror :)  that  this  idea  was  dreadful  even  to 
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them,  personally  ;  for  they  did  not  wish  to  forfeit  their  nationality. 

They  therefore  hoped  that  the  emperor  would  grant  to  them,  and 
to  all  who  might  be  converted,  liberty  as  to  their  manner  of  life,  so 
far  as  is  consistent  with  the  precepts  of  the  gospel ;  and,  more  es¬ 
pecially,  that  faithful  teachers  might  be  sent  to  their  nation,  to 
point  out  to  them  the  truth,  and  to  guide  them  in  the  way  of  sal¬ 
vation. 

I  approved  their  plan;  but  begged  them  to  be  quite  passive, and 
lake  no  steps  on  their  part,  but  merely  to  state  their  ideas  candid¬ 
ly  to  me,  knowing  that  I  loved  them,  and  would  therefore  willingly 
(lo  all  in  my  power  to  serve  them.  As  to  the  teachers  whom  they 
wished  to  have  employed  among  their  nation,  measures  would  be 
taken  to  procure  them  ;  but  that  they  should  not  forget  to  apply, 
in  all  their  concerns,  to  Him,  w’ho  loved  them  far  more  than  men 
could  love  them ;  who  had  begun  the  good  work  in  them,  and 
would  complete  it,  if  they  only  obeyed  his  voice  in  all  things ;  and 
who  would  find  means  to  remove  all  external  difficulties,  if  it  w  ere 
his  w  ill: 

1  After  this,  I  had  two  or  three  conversations  w  ith  them,  in  which 
i  w’c  spoke  on  several  of  the  principal  points  of  the  Christian  faith. 

I  These  conversations  gave  them  great  pleasure  :  but  they  inquired, 
why  1  had  not  told  them  .til  this  sooner.  I  answered  :  You  are. 
as  yet  but  babes  in  Christ;  and,  with  such,  the  pure  milk  of  the 
gospel  agrees  best :  as  you  grow  in  grace  you  will  he  able  to  bear 
strong  meat,  and  will  also  receive  it.  But  always  recollect  our 
Saviour’s  significant  w'ords — Except  ye  be  converted,  and  become  as  \ 

little  children,  ye  shall  not  enter  the  kirtg;dom  of  heaven.  All  of  ns,  i 

without  exception,  have  frequent  occasion  to  become  as  little  chil-  - 

dren  again  ;  if  we  neglect  doing  this,  w'e  may  indeed  become  learn-  j 

cd  divines ;  but  we  lose  the  spirit  of  the  Bible,  w’hich  reveals  unto 
us  our  insufficiency  and  defects,  and  directs  us  to  Jesus.  You  would 
thus  be  in  danger  of  becoming  such  men  as  you  have  found  the  ' 

Pharisees  and  Scribes  of  old  to  have  been,  and  now  know  a  great 
number  of  yourowm  Lamas  to  be  in  your  own  country.  \ 

Before  I  conclude,  I  will  add  a  few  words  concerning  their  trans-  ‘ 

lution  of  the  Gospel  according  to  St.  Matthew,  in  the  3Iongol  lan- 
guage.  .  _  •  5 

According  to  my  insight  and  knowledge  of  the  language,  their  | 

translation  is  ihe  best  that  can  be  procured.  No  European  could 
have  executed  it  so  w’ell ;  nor  will  any  one  be  able  to  do  it  for  a  | 

long  time  to  come.  These  persons  are  not  only  most  profound 
scholars  in  their  vernacular  and  learned  dialects,  insomuch  that 
they  could  explain  the  meaning  of  many  words  and  phrases  to  me 
in  a  way  in  which  I  have  sought  for  in  vain  among  the  Calmucs  ; 
but  they  are  all  well  versed  in  the  language  of  Thibet,  and  can  read 
the  Thibetan  characters  with  as  much  ease  as  the  Mongolian. — 

They  immediately  understood  me  when  I  spoke  Calmuc  with 
them  ;  but,  in  the  beginning,  I  found  a  difficulty  in  comprehending 
their  meaning,  partly  on  account  of  the  great  difference  of  dialect, 
and  partly  because  they  introduce  so  many  guttural  sounds  in  ac¬ 
cented  syllable?. 
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I  conclude  my  report  with  a  fervent  wish  that  this  nation,  and  es¬ 
pecially  these  two  awakened  Saisangs,  may  be  an  object  of  the  se¬ 
rious  delib*»rations  of  the  Elders*  Conference  of  the  Unity,  as  well 
as  of  the  prayers  of  all  my  brethren  and  sisters  to  w  hom  the  ex¬ 
tension  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom  is  precious.  The  harvest  in 
the  immonse  regions  of  the  Russian  Empire  is  truly  great,  but  few, 
very  few  are  the  laborers.  Surely  the  fervor  which  dlls  my  soul, 
ivhile  I  am  waiting  this,  will  likewise  inspire  those  who  read  the  re- 
hort.  I.  J.  SCHMIDT. 

S/.  Petersburg,  March  7,  1818. 


FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  HERALD. 

BRITISH  AND  FOREIGN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 

To  the  obKging  attention  of  an  estimable  correspondent  in  Liv¬ 
erpool,  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Herald  is  indebted  for  a  copy 
of  the  Fourteenth  Report  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society* 
Its  contents  are  of  the  most  animating  description.  It  exhibits 
the  zeal  and  exertions  of  Christians  in  various  parts  of  the  world 
to  be  greatly  augmenting ;  and  the  beneQcial  results  of  their  la¬ 
bors,  to  spread  the  word  of  life,  furnish  abundant  evidence  that 
the  work  is  truly  of  the  Lord  ;  that  it  is  blessed  with  his  smiles, 
and  accompanied  by  his  power,  in  accomplishing  his  gracious  de¬ 
signs  towards  our  fallen  world.  The  increasing  disposition  among 
the  Roman  Catholics,  not  only  to  peruse  it,  but  to  aid  in  circula¬ 
ting  it  more  extensively,  and  the  desire  manifested  to  a  considera¬ 
ble  extent  by  Jews,  Mahomedans,  and  Pagans,  to  peruse  and  con¬ 
verse  about  its  sacred  truths,  add  fresh  interest  to  the  relation  giv¬ 
en  of  the  operations  of  that  stupendous  Institution  which  has  been 
so  eminently  instrumental  in  producing  these  blessed  effects. 

We  have  room  in  this  number  for  only  a  few  extracts  from  the 
above  mentioned  Report.  The  remainder  will  appear  in  course. 
We  shall  not  observe  the  order  in  which  the  matter  is  arranged  in 
that  document,  but  select  it  in  a  manner  deemed  most  suitable  for 
our  publication. 

The  following  account  is  given  of  the  distribution  of  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  from  the  Depository  in  London  : — 

Faithful  to  the  duties  of  their  appointment,  your  Committee 
have  attended  to  the  applications  made  to  them  from  various  quar¬ 
ters:  and  have  distributed  copies,  in  different  proportions,  to  the 
following  places : 

EUROPE. 

Russia — France — Switzerland — Wurtemberg— :-Sleswig-Hols- 
tein — Konigsberg — Neuwied — Freyburg — Hamburg — Rostock — 
Kreutznach — Hamm  on  the  Sieg — Cologne — Waldeck — Madeira 
— Italy  and  Malta — Smyrna. 

DOMESTIC. 

Ireland— Sunday  School  Society — Donnegal— Hibernian  Soci¬ 
ety  in  London,  for  their  numerous  Schools— For  School-masters 
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and  others  in  the  South  of  Ireland-^Belfast-^Ballymena — For  poor 
Irish  in  London'-*>Convicts  at  Sheerness,  and  proceeding  to  New 
South  Wales— ‘-Portsmouth — German  Emigrants — Poor  Italians 
and  other  Foreigners  in  London — The  Guardian  Society— Society 
for  the  Relief  of  Distressed  Seamen» 

ASIA. 

Isle  of  France— Malacca  and  Penang — Ceylon. 

^  AMERICA  AND  TOE  WEST  INDIES. 

^  Canada — Cape  Breton — Philadelphia — Demerara— Nassau— 

IXew  Providence — Honduras — Scotch  Colony  in  Upper  Canada— 
Hayti — Barbadoes — St.  Christopher’s — Nevis — Jamaica — Antigua 
— St.  Vincent’s — Tortola. 

The  number  of  copies  issued  in  this  manner,  and  to  Subscribers, 
^c.  at  cost  and  reduped  prices,  from  the  Slst  of  March,  1817,  to 
the  same  period  in  1818,  is, 

I  89,795  Bibles,  and  104,306  Testaments; 

■  Making,  with  those  circulated  at  the  Society’s  expense,  from  dif- 
i  ferent  presses  on  the  Continent,  the  total  issued  by  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  in  somewhat  less  than  thirteen  years,  more 
than  TWO  MILLIONS  of  Bibles  and  Testaments. 

The  Domestic  occurrences  of  the  past  year,  though  not  distin¬ 
guished  by  any  new  or  peculiar  features  of  interest,  have  been 
such  as  to  furnish  the  members  of  your  Society,  and  the  friends 
to  the  general  cause,  with  ample  matter  of  congratulation  and 
ii  thankfulness. 

\  The  extent  to  which  the  formation  of  Auxiliary  Societies  had 
previously  been  carried,  left  little  ground  upon  which  institutions 
of  this  nature  could  be  erected.  When  it  is  considered  that  the 
number  of  Auxiliary  and  Branch  Societies  in  Britain  alone,  amount¬ 
ed,  at  the  close  of  last  year,  to  nearly  500,  independently  of  Bible 
Associations  ;  and  that  scarcely  a  county  in  the  Island  tvas  desti¬ 
tute  of  one  or  more  of  these  Auxiliary  Establishments,  it  is  with 
no  less  surprise  than  pleasure  that  your  Committee  are  enabled  on 
the  present  occasion  to  report  so  respectable  an  addition  to  their 
number. 

Of  those  which  will  appear  in  the  general  List,  your  Committee 
regard  it  as  their  duty  to  specify,  with  particular  commendation^ 
“The  Merchant  Seamen’s  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.” 

The  object  of  this  institution,  (which  was  formed  on  the  29th  of 
January  last  in  the  Egyptian  Hall,  at  the  Mansion-House,  London, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  various  Noblemen, 
Gentlemen,  and  Merchants  of  the  first  consideration,)  is,  “  to  pro¬ 
vide  Bibles  for  at  least  120,000  British  Seamen,  now  destitute  of 
them  and  with  so  much  vigor  and  judgment  have  its  proceed¬ 
ings  been  commenced,  that  within  two  months  after  its  formation,* 
..133  outward-bound  ships,  containing  1721  men,  were  visited  at 
Gravesend,  hy  the  Society’s  Agent,  Lieutenant  Cox  ;  and  580 
Bibles  and  Testaments  were  gratuitously  distributed  among 
them. 

No.  21.  2 
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It  is  most  gratifying  to  learn,  from  the.  weekly  reports  of  the 
Agent,  that  (a  very  few  instances  excepted)  he  met  rrith  a  cordial 
reception  from  both  the  officers  and  men.  On  hearing  him  deliv¬ 
er  his  message  to  the  Commander  of  one  of  the  ships,  a  common 
seaman  exclaimed,  with  visible  emotion,  “  Thank  God,  there  are 
some  who  care  for  our  poor  souls.”  The  Captain  of  a  Swedish 
vessel  wanted  w^ords  to  express  his  gratitude  for  a  Bible,  and 
could  scarcely  believe  it  was  a  gift :  saying,  “  It  is  very  good,  ve¬ 
ry  good  indeed  :  we  pay  a  great  deal  of  money  for  God’s  Book 
in  my  country.”  And  while  the  Captain  of  a  Frenrh  vessel  was 
reading  the  Testament  ivhich  he  had  received,  his  crew  were  ob¬ 
served  to  be  looking  over  his  shoulder,  with  the  most  serious  coun¬ 
tenances,  anxious  to  know  its  contents.  Such  have  been  some  of 
the  immediate  effects  of  the  Merchant  Seamen’s  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society. 

On  the  importance  of  this  Establishment  to  the  Mariners  them¬ 
selves,  their  immediate  employers,  and  the  community  at  large, 
your  Committee  consider  it  unnecessary  to  expatiate:  it  will  they 
trust,  be  deeply  felt  by  every  British  subject ;  and  more  especial¬ 
ly  by  those  who,  from  considerations  of  property,  occupation,  or 
connexion,  have,  in  addition  to  the  paramount  obligations  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  humanity,  a  personal  interest  in  the  spiritual  and  moral 
improvement. of  the  commercial  marine. 

Another  source  from  which  by  much  the  largest  proportion  of 
additional  aid  to  the  local,  and  eventually  to  the  general,  interest 
of  your  Society  has  been  derived,  is  the  zeal  so  laudably  manifest¬ 
ed  by  the  Female  part  of  the  community.  Desirous  of  turning 
this  ze:d,  which  had  already  displayed  itself  in  the  formation  of 
“  Ladies’  Bible  Associations,”  to  advantageous  account,  your  Com¬ 
mittee  examined  the  Regulations  by  which  their  proceedings  w  ere 
governed,  and  issued  them  in  a  revised  form,  in  the  hope  that  they 
might  be  found  serviceable,  in  giving  to  that  class  of  exertions  a 
prudent  and  useful  direction.  The  model  suggested  in  the  circu¬ 
lar  referred  to,  has,  wdth  few  exceptions,  and  those  arising  altogeth¬ 
er,  it  is  believed,  out  of  local  peculiarities,  been  generally  adopted  ; 
and  the  effects  already  produced,  encourage  the  expectation  of 
the  most  pleasing  and  beneficial  results. 

As  an  example,  under  this  head,  the  Liverpool  Ladies’ Auxilia¬ 
ry  Bible  Society,  with  its  Ten  Associations,  deserves  to  be  parti¬ 
cularly,  cited.  In  the  production  of  this  system  of  Female  Aux¬ 
iliaries,  (to  which,  as  well  as  to  by  much  the  largest  proportion  of 
these  institutions  throughout  the  country,  the  personal  exertions 
of  Mr.  Charles  Stokes  Dudley,  essentially  contributed,)  the  zeal, 
the  talents,  and  the  influence  of  more  than  600  L^idies,  embracing 
many  of  the  most  respectable  and  pious  females  in  Liverpool,  and 
its  vicinity,  were  called  into  exercise  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Countess  of  Derby,  and  other  Ladies  of  rank.  The  union,  har¬ 
mony,  and  co-operative  spirit  which  characterised  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  these  Ejeyen  Auxiliaries ;  the  systematic  energy  with 
which  their  proceedings  have  been  conducted  ;  and  the  extraordi- 
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nary  fact  of  their  having  within  three  months  obtained  7292  Sub^ 
scrihers,  issued  13S8  Bibles  and  Testaments,  and  raised  more  than 
£970,  unansw^erably'  demonstrates  the  practicability  of  engaging 
females  to  occupy  a  most  useful  and  efficient  department  in  this 
work  of  benevolence  ;  and  justifies  an  assertion  of  your  Commit* 
tee,  (which  they  here  repeat,)  that  Associations  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion,  “if  regularly  constituted,  and  discreetly  administered,  are 
likely  to  become  an  instrument  of  extensive  and  permanent  good.” 

[The  Report  thus  speaks  of  this  coiinti'y  : — ] 

In  America,  the  cause  continues  to  flourish  ;  and  the  corres¬ 
pondents  of  your  Society,  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  par¬ 
ticulars  as  evince  that  the  Scriptures  are  rising  in  estimation 
among  a  great  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  di¬ 
vision  of  that  vast  continent  and  its  contiguous  islands  and  settle* 
ments* 

But  it  is  to  the  American  Bible  Society,  as  combining  nearly  all  the 
Liocal  Institutions  in  one  grand  Association,  your  Committee  must 
principally  look,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  progress  made  by  the 
common  efforts  in  the  American  Union. 

“  The  formation  of  this  Society,”  (to  use  the  language  of  its 
Comioitt«‘e)  “  w’as  hailed  as  a  great  and  glorious  era  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  country  :  and  its  means  of  accomplishing  the  impor¬ 
tant  end  of  its  formation,  ha^e  been  increased  with  more  than  or¬ 
dinary  rapidity.”  In  justification  of  this  statement,  it  may  be  ob¬ 
served,  that  at  the  close  of  its  first  year,  it  numbered  more  than 
80  Auxiliaries  :  and  how  greatly  that  number  must  have  increas¬ 
ed,  may  be  inferred  from  intelligence  received  in  September  last, 
purporting,  that  new  Societies  were  constantly  forming  ;  and  that 
the  number  in  existence  at  that  time  was  believed  to  exceed  two 
hundred. 

The  desire  of  this  National  Institution  to  establish  an  mtercourse 
of  friendship  and  co-operation  with  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible 
Society,  had  been  notified,  immediately  on  its  formation,  by  its 
venerable  President,  Dr.  Boudinot,  and  replied  to  by  a  congratula¬ 
tory  letter,  and  a  grant  of  £500  on  the  part  of  your  Society.  This 
disposition  was  still  further  evinced,  by  the  more  particular  expres¬ 
sion  of  it  through  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Correspondence,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Mason,  on  his  recent  visit  to  this  country.  How’  well 
qualified  that  gentleman  was  to  be  the  medium  of  such  a  com¬ 
munication,  those  who  had  the  satisfaction  to  bear  his  eloquent, 
liberal,  and  most  impressive  address,  at  the  last  Anniversary  of 
this  Society,  will  not  need  to  be  informed. 

Your  committee  were  not  backward  in  availing  themselves  of 
the  favorable  opportunity  afforded  by  Dr.  Mason’s  presence  among 
them,  to  testify  through  him,  their  high  respect  for  the  American 
Bible  Society,  and  the  deep  interest  they  continued  to  take  in  ev¬ 
ery  measure  which  might  conduce  to  its  success. 

In  Asia,  in  Africa,  and  in  America,  the  cause  has  been  espoused, 
and  continues  to  be  promoted,  with  degrees* of  vigor  and  activity 
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proportioned  to  the  circumstances  of  the  respective  countries ; 
and  in  the  last  of  these  grand  divisions,  more  especially,  your 
Committee  feel  emboldened  to  expect,  from  the  newly-formed 
American  Bible  Society,  a  scale  of  operations,  within  the  benefit 
of  which  the  lar;;est  proportion  of  the  western  hemisphere  shall 
be  eventually  included. 


[We  are  indebted  to  a  worthy  member  of  the  Society  of  United 
Brethren  for  the  following  remarkable  account  of  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  heart  of  a  Mahomedan  Nobleman.] — Ch.  Her, 

Extracted  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  late  Brother  ffititger,  wiio  toilh 

several  other  Missionary  Brethren,  resided,  about  30  years  ago,  a 

considerable  length  of  time  in  Egypt. 

One  day,  for  recreation’s  sake,  we  entered  (Brother  Winiger 
writes)  a  large  and  beautiful  garden,  situated  on  the  river  Nile. — 
The  proprie^tor  of  it,  an  Aga,  richly  attired,  saluted  us  in  a  very 
friendly  manner,  and  inquired  whether  all  of  us  were  Brethren,  and 
of  one  and  the  same  religion  ?  Being  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
he  turned  towards  me  and  said  :  “  Why  dost  thou  w  ear  a  beard,  and 
thy  brethren  w  ear  none  ?  Surely  thou  art  a  priest.”  He  would  not 
give  credit  to  my  assertion,  when  told  I  did  so  merely  for  conve¬ 
nience  sake,  but  reiterated,  “  Thou  art  a  priest ;  do  not  detain  my 
soul !  I  have  prayed  to  God  Almighty  that  lie  would  suffer  me  to 
become  acquainted  with  a  man  w  ho  could  tell  me  what  I  must  do 
to  be  saved  ;  and  God  has  given  me  this  answ'er — that  a  man  w  ould 
one  day  enter  my  garden,  and  he  w’ould  tell  me  what  1  should  do. 
Thou  art  the  man ;  I’m  sure  of  it ;  so  now  only  speak  out  thy 
mmd  freely  I” 

I  replied  that  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  tell  him,  a  Mahome¬ 
dan,  what  he  must  do  to  he  saved  ;  he  might  consult  the  clergy  of 
his  religion  on  this  head.  He  rejoined,  “I  am  thoroughly  con¬ 
vinced  that  myself,  as  well  as  all  the  followers  of  Mahomet  are  not 
w'alking  in  the  right  ivay.  There  must  he  a  something  else  where¬ 
by  we  are  saved,  and  thou  must  tell  me  in  what  that  consists.”  He 
added,  “I  am  well  aware,  that  our  conversation  will  be  death  to 
us  if  the  news  of  it  transpire ;  however,  do  not  fear,  thou  art  deal¬ 
ing  with  an  honest  man — the  secret  shall  not  escape  my  lips  !” — 
While  he  spoke  this  he  was  so  much  affected  that  myself  was  also 
sensibly  moved  by  it. 

“  Well  then,”  said  I,  I  will  tell  thee  what  a  Christian  must  do 
to  be  saved.” 

He  now  conducted  me  under  the  shade  of  a  fig-tree,  saying, 
‘‘Come,  thou  man  of  God  ;  here,  where  I  have  prayed  to  God  so 
often,  thou  shalt  tell  me  what  I  shall  do!” 

•  During  silent  aspirations  to  my  Saviour  for  his  aiding  grace,  I 
gave  this  ignorant  man  a  concise  account  of  Scripture  history  till 
to  the  crucifixion  and  ascension  of  our  Lord.  He  listened  with 
profound  attention,  and  op  being  informed  that  Jesus  had  re 
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centled  up  to  heaven  before  the  eyes  of  his  disciples,  he  raised  his 
bands  towards  heaven,  exclaiming,  “O  Jesus,  thou  who  siltcot  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,  have  mercy  on  me  !  be  my  Saviour  also  !” 
Several  times  he  repeated  this  prayer,  with  eyes  overflowing  with 
tears;  and  the  Saviour  of  sinners  deigned  to  grant  unto  this  sin¬ 
ner,  crying  for  mercy,  a  lively  sensation  of  his  peace,  and  a  saving 
view  of  his  atonement  for  lost  human  creatures.  Repeatedly  did 
he  exclaim,  with  heartfelt  emotion,  “Yea,  Lord  Jesus,  I  behold 
thee  with  thy  wounds  ;  nj>w  I  am  permitted  to  call  thee  my  Sav¬ 
iour  too  I”  During  this  interview  myself  was  also  pervaded  by  a 
happy  sensation  of  the  gracious  presence  of  Jesus. 

Next  morning,  before  daybreak,  this  Turkish  gentleman  appear¬ 
ed  with  a  numerous  retinue  at  the  door  of  our  house,  which  at  the 
first  greatly  disconcerted  us.  I  ran  up  to  him,  inquiring  “  What 
ait  thou  almut,  to  fetch  so  many  people  along  with  thee  He  re¬ 
plied,  “These  are  my  iiiamelukes,  (or  slaves.)  They  are  ignor¬ 
ant  of  the  matter,  and  have  received  orders  to  await  my  return  in 
the  street.  1  could  endure  it  no  longer  without  seeing  iheo  and 
thy  brethren,  and  have  not  slept  a  wink  all  last  night  for  joy.'*  Wc 
had  a  very  agreeable  conversation  with  him,  and  conjointly  rcturii- 
ed  oiir  grateful  acknowdedgmeiits  to  the  Lord  for  tlie  mercy  he  \iiv\ 
shown  unto  him. 

As  long  as  we  abode  in  Egypt  this  Turk  remained  faithful  to  the 
Lord.” 

•FROM  THE  CHRISTIAN  HERALD. 

•  *  I 

Letter  from  a  Friend — ON  RUINS. 

June  25,  1809. 

We  have  often,  my  friend,  conversed  together  on  the  effects  of 
ruins  on  the  mind.  We  have  felt  that  chilling  sadness  which  steals 
upon  the  soul  when  we  have  seen  the  proudest  structures  of  hu¬ 
man  art,  and  the  noblest  efforts  of  human  genius,  alike  suh|ect  to 
decay,  alike  destined  to  oblivion.  With  what  melancholy  sensa¬ 
tions  have  we  viewed  the  towering  grandeur  of  Palmyra,  noiv 
mouldering  into  dust ;  and  the  beautiful  ruins  of  Balbec,  now  en¬ 
cumbering  the  plains  which  they  once  adorned.  Wlien  we  be¬ 
hold  all  that  elegance  of  ornament  which  wealth  could  purchase 
or  luxury  desire,  which  art  could  form,  or  genius  could  invent,  the 
unheeded  subject  of  a  decay  so  complete,  of  a  ruin  so  universal, 
must  not  pride  go  out,  and  ambition  stand  appalled.^  But,  my 
friend,  a  nobler  monument  than  Balbec  or  Palmyra  boasts,  is  fal¬ 
len.  ’Tis  Man  !  Man,  the  workmanship  and  device  of  Him  who 
formed  and  governs  nature.  If  we  weep  that  human  magnificence 
must  yield  to  decay,  why  should  w’e  pass  unheeded  by  the  grave 
of  man  ?  ’Tis  here,  my  friend,  the  honor,  the  wealth,  and  the 
glory  of  this  world  have  retired,  “to  feed  the  worm  and  moulder 
into  dust.”  Here,  those  who  once  were  rolled  in  pomp,  w'ho  once 
wore  pampered  in  luxury,  and  charmed  by  the  syren  voice  of  flat-.* 
tery,  m^»tsink  together.  Where  are  the  triumphal  arches  of  con.- 
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■<|UcrorsP  where  the  statues  of  heroes,  and  whore  the  palaces  cn 
kings  ?  Tumbled  to  the  earth  by  the  rude  hand  of  time,  or  has¬ 
tened  to  destruction  by  the  promiscuous  pillage  of  modern  barba¬ 
rians.  But  where  are  these  heroes,  conquerors,  and  kings  ?  Why 
should  they  desert  these  former  scenes  of  their  luxury  ?  Why 
forget  these  proud  memorials  of  their  honor  Alas!  they,  as 
well  as  their  monuments  of  grandeur,  sleep  in  Oblivion's  iomb! — 
Their  dust  is  wafted  on  every  breese,  and  the  incautious  f<»ot  of 
every  stranger  violates  the  ashes  of  the  illustrious  dead  !  But  lot 
ns,  for  a  moment,  my  fiiend,  repair  to  the  silent  abodes  of  those 
xvho. occupied  the  middle  station  while  in  life.  How  still  and  sol¬ 
emn  is  the  scene.  As  we  enter  these  regions  of  long  and  dread 
repose — how  do*  the  thousand  concerns  of  life  drop  from  around 
us,  and  sink  beneath  our  care  ! — Xo  marble  monument  designates 
the  place  of  their  interment ; — no  proud  inscri})tion  tells  the  world 
their  glory — 

But  o’er  these  bones,  from  insult  to  protect, 

“  Sime  frail  memorial  is  erected  nigh  ; 

“  With  uncouth  rhymes  and  shapeless  sculpture  deck’d, 

“  Implores  the  passing  tribute  of  a  sigh.” 

And  indeed,  my  friend,  this  common  lot  of  humanity  deserves  a 
sigh  ;  but  not  for  the  dead,  *lis  for  ourselves.  Contemplating  this 
destination  so  certain,  this  doom  so  awful,  what  heart  hut  the  Chris¬ 
tian’s  does  not  tremble  ?  And  where  are  our  sr hemes  of  pleasure  : 
our  projects  of  ambition  ?  where  is  the  pomp  of  power  ?  and  where 
the  “insolence  of  ofBce  ?” — These  are  regarded  as  loo  trivial  for 
thought.  Death,  judgment,  and  retribution,  are  now  the  awful 
subjects  on  which  our  minds  are  em|doyed  ;  life  is  reviewed  ;  char¬ 
acters  are  examined,  and  religion  esteemed.  A  thousand  pious 
resolutions  are  formed.  We  live  indeed  ;  hut  solemnity  stamps 
new  features  on  our  very  existence.  These  little  tufted  hillocks, 
these  tombs  of  the  silent  dead,  speak  a  language  which  all  must 
hear,  and  which  all  may  understand. 

“  Time  was,  like  you  we  life  possest, 

“  And  time  shall  be,  when  you  shall  rest” 

Yes,  my  friend,  soon  shall  it  be — soon  shall  our  probation  ter¬ 
minate — soon  shall  our  friends  be  clad  in  the  vestments  of  mourn¬ 
ing,  and  soon  shall  these  sad  offices  which  we  have  discharged  to 
others  be  performed  to  us.  “  Slow  through  the  church-way-path 
we  saw  them  borne,”  is  the  language  we  may  apply  to  thousands. 
Do  we  reflect  that  this  is  our  fate  ?  and  do  we  remember  that  it 
advances  with  a  step  as  sure  as  time  and  rapid  as  thought  ? — that  it 
is  a  fate  which  our  vigilance  cannot  prevent,  nor  our  efforts  baffle  ? 
A  consideration  so  solemn  should  induce  all  to  action.  Our  world 
is  a  mighty  mass  of  ruins.  There  we  have  seen  mingled  together^ 
in  one  common  destruction,  the  altars  of  religion  and  the  abodes 
of  rice,  the  temples  of  God,  and  the  scats  of  human  science  ;  rC'. 
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»al  inagiiillccnce  and  rural  wretchedness  ;  the  halls  of  iegiblators 
and  the  tombs  of  heroes.  With  this  mighty  collection  onr  bodies 
soon  must  mingle — tliis  destiny  we  cannot  escape.  But,  my  friend, 
there  is  one  ruin  more  awful  than  all  others,  which  we  may.  pre- 
yent — the  eternal  ruin  of  our  souls.  A  desolation  so  tremendous, 
yet  so  certain  and  permanent,  we  may  prevent,  but  we  cannot  re» 
pair.  Let  us  then  arouse  all  our  dormant  faculties  to  vigilance.— 
The  season  of  repose  is  over,  ’tis  time  for  action.  Soon  shall  a 
long  repose  wfeigh  down  our  eyes  in  death — a  repose  from  which 
>ve  must  awake  to  an  endless  happiness  or  an  interminable  misery. 
Vour;,  &ic. 
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A  FABLE. 


An  idle  weed  that  used  to  crawl, 
Unseen,  behind  the  garden  wall, 

(Its  most  becoming  station) 

At  last — refrcs!r<l  by  sun  and  showers, 
Which  nourish  weeds  as  well  as  How- 
Amused  its  solitary  houi-s  [ers, 

W'ith  thoughts  of  elevation. 

Tliosc  tI]OU:;:hts  increasing  day  by  day, 
It  shot  forth  many  an  upward  spray, 
And  many  a  tendril  band; 

But  as  it  could  not  climb  alone, 

It  uttered  oft  a  lazy  groan 
To  moss  and  mortar,  stick  and  stone. 
To  lend  a  helping  hand. 

At  length  by  friendly  arms  sustained, 
Th’  a<:piring  vegetable  gained 
The  object  of  its  labors; 

That  which  had  cost  her  many  a  sigh, 
And  n(»thing  less  would  satisfy — 
W'hich  was  not  only  being  hif'h^ 

But  higher  than  her  neighbors. 

And  now  this  weed,  though  w’eak  and 
spent, 

W’itli  climbing  up  the  steep  ascent. 
Admired  her  figure  tall ; 

And  then  (for  vanity  ne’er  ends 
With  that  which  it  at  first  intends) 
Began  to  laugh  at  those  poor  friends 
That  help’d  her  up  the  wall. 

But  by  and  by  my  lady  ’spied 
The  garden  on  the  other  side  ; 

And  fallen  was  her  crest 
To  see,  in  neat  array  below, 

A  bed  of  all*  the  flowers  that  blow, 
I/dy  and  rose  —a  goodly  show, 

In  fairest  colors  dresc 


Recovering  from  her  first  surpri^, 
She  soon  began  to  criticise — 

“  A  dainty  sight  indeed  ! 

I’d  be  the  meanest  thing  that  blows, 
Rather  than  that  affected  rose; 

So  much  perfume  offends  my  nose,’^ 
Exclaim’d  the  vulgar  weed. 

“  AVell,  ’tis  enough  to  make  one  chilly, 
To  see  that  pale  consumptive  lily 
Among  these  painted  folks; 

M  iss  Tulip,  too,  looks  wond’rcms  odd^ 
She's  gaping  like  a  dying  co<l: 

W hat  a  queer  stick  is  golden-rod ! 
Aiui  how  the  violet  pokes ! 

“  Not  for  the  gayest  tint  that  linger* 
On  honey-.suckIes  rosy  fingers, 

W’ould  I  with  her  exchange; 

For  this,  at  least,  is  very  clear, 

Since  they  are  there,  and  I  am  liere. 

I  occupy  a  higher  sphere— 

Enjoy  a  wider  range.”  , 

Alas!  poor  envious  weed! — fork)! 
That  instant  came  the  gard  ner  s  hoe, 
And  lopp’d  her  from  her  sphere; 
But  none  lamented  when  she  fell; 

No  passing  2^phyr  sighed  “  farewell 
No  friendly  B^  wo«il<l  hum  her  knell ; 
No  fairy  dropt  a  tear. 

WThile  those  sw  eet  flowers,  of  genuine 
worth. 

Inclining'  tow^’rds  the  modest  earth, 
Adorn  the  vale  below  ; 

Content  to  hide  in  sylvan  dells, 

Theic  rosy  buds  and  purple  bells. 
Though  scarce  a  rising  Zephyr  lelit 
The  secret  where  they  grow. 


A  pabm:. 


.  THE  MORAL. 

“Let  no  one  think  more  highly  of  himself  than  he  ought  to 
think.*  What  a  vast  alteration  would  take  place  in  Society  if  thie 
reasonable  rule  were  to  be  attended  to. 

Young  people,  .at  the  period  when  they  are  acquiring  knowledge, 
are  very  liable  to  self-conceit ;  and  thus,  by  their  own  folly  defeat 
the  great  purpose  of  instruction  ;  which  is,  not  to  make  them  vain, 
hut  wise.  They  are  apt  to  forget  that  knowledge  is  not  for  show, 
but  for  use :  and  that  the  desire  to  exhibit  what  they  know,  is  in¬ 
variably  a  proof  of  their  acquirements  being  superficial. 

Besides,  like  most  other  faults,  self-conceit  is  no  solitary  failing, 
hut  ever  brings  many  more  in  its  train.  They  who  are  very  desir- 
oils  to  shine  themselves,  are  always'envious  of  the  attainments  oi 
others  ;  and  like  the  weed  in  our  fable,  will  be  ingenious  in  dis¬ 
covering  defects  in  those  who  are  more  accomplished  than  them¬ 
selves. 

There  are  three  things  which  those  who  are  conscious  of  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  self-conceit  would  do  well  to  remember  : 

First,  That  this  fault  is  always  most  apparent  in  persons  of  mean 
ninds,  and  superficial  acquirements  :  a  conceited  person  may,  in¬ 
deed,  be  clever,  but  never  can  become  great. 

Secondly,  That  however  they  may  suppose  this  weakness  to  be 
concealed  within  their  own  bosoms,  there  is  no  fault  that  is  really 
so  conspicuous,  or  that  is  more  impossible  to  hide  from  the  eyesol 
others. 

Thirdly,  That  it  is  highly  offensive  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  and 
wholly  inimical  to  moral  and  religious  improvement. 

Now,  is  there  any  gaudy  weed  who  would  fain  heconic  a  sterling 
floiver  ?  Let  such  be  assured  that  this  wish,  if  prompted  by  right 
motives,  and  followed  up  by  sincere  endeavors,  will  not  he  i  i  vain. 
But  let  it  be  remembered,  that  such  a  change  can  never  be  effect¬ 
ed  by  merely  adopting  the  colors  and  affecting  the  attitudesof  one. 
Tliis  would  he  but  to  become  an  artificial  flower  at  best ;  without 
the  grace, and  fragrance  of  nature.  Be  not,  then,  satisfied  with 
imitation  ;  which,  after  all,  is  more  laborious  and  difficult  than  aim¬ 
ing  at  reality.  Be  what  you  would  seem  to  be ;  this  is  the  short¬ 
est,  and  the  only  successful  way.  Above  all,  “  be  clothed  with 
humility ;  and  have  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  lowly  spirit” — 
for  of  suck  flowers  it  may  truly  be  said,  that  “  Solomon  in  all  his 
glory  w’as  not  arrayed  like  one  of  these.” 
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